Growing plants to save seed is quite a bit different than growing plants for their vegetables, flowers or fruit. As much as
growers are affected by weather, rodents, pests and diseases, and crop-failure, they also face challenges unique to seed
growing. Seed growing requires adequate separation distances to ensure genetic purity and a certain crop size for
genetic breadth. Weeds matter too when growing seed. And so does pollination. When you start growing more than one

variety of seed, the timing and spacing of crops can get pretty complicated. Knowing the difference between saving /(/ 0’6&/ . (/’
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seeds for your own purposes and growing seed commercially can help keep things in perspective. We encourage people
to learn about and feel empowered by the act of saving and sharing seeds.

Planning; Seeding; Planting; Transplanting: Overwintering Biennial Seed Crops; Roguing Off-Types; Pest, Disease and Weed Prevention & Management; Sacrificing Food Crops for Seed;

Organization Harvesting; Threshing; Winnowing, Fermenting Wet-Seed Crops; Drying; Storing . S \
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Population 40 plants 20 plants 40 plants L 2040 plants 20 plants 80 plants 200 plants
Selection Overplanting to allow for selection of only the healthiest plants and most desired fruit/leaf/root traits: Settina aside stock seed
Germination Recognizing that a seed is a living organism; Testing to ensure that seeds meet a minimum germination standard; Growing out seeds again and again

information adapted from Seeds of Diversity Canada and the Organic Seed Alliance
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